




Influence of the Pre-Christian Era

Hebrews Greeks Romans



Hebrews – The Significance of 
Religion

! Two emphasis stood out amid the pagan 
societies: 

!Monotheism – the belief in only one God 

!The Law of God



Greeks – The Significance of One 
Language

! The ambition of Alexander the Great conquering the 
ancient world between 334-323 B.C. was long standing. 

! He established the Greek language as the common 
tongue 

! The Greek culture of thought and life became the 
paradigm



Romans – The Significance of Law 
and Order

! The ancient world was organized into a great empire 
through provinces and districts. 

! The empire was efficiently supervised and administered  
by governors throughout the provinces.







What do we know about Mark?

! John Mark wrote the gospel in the decade of A.D. 60-70. 
! John translates his Hebrew name and Mark translates his 

Greek name. 
! Mark was the son of a woman named Mary and we 

don’t know anything about his father. 
! They lived in Jerusalem and Mark was a cousin to 

Barnabas.  Mark was also close friends with Peter and 
Paul.



To learn more about Mark, we need to turn 
to other parts of the New Testament

Acts 12:11-19 Acts 12:25 Acts 13:13 
Acts15:36-40

Colossians 4:10-11  
2 Timothy 4:9-11 1 Peter 5:13



Mark’s Emphasis

! For the Romans, a people of action, Mark 
portrayed Jesus as a man of action, 
emphasizing his miracles and personal 
encounters more than discourses or sermons 
highlighted by Matthew. 

! In the gospel of Mark, events move very 
quickly. Each event leads immediately to the 
next.



Key Terms – Two Greek Words

! Euthus and Eutheos – translated by six different 
English words and phrases: straightway, 
immediately, forthwith, as soon as, straight and 
anon. 

! They occur forty-three times in the entire gospel, 
twelve in the first chapter alone.



Key Verses - Lights, Camera, action

Mark 1:18 -  At once 
they left their nets 
and followed him.

Mark 1:42 - 
Immediately the 

leprosy left him and 
he was cleansed



Mark – Divisions and Outlines

Chapter 1:1-13
! The servant introduced and 

prepared.

! John the Baptist
! Jesus is baptized
! Jesus tempted

Chapters 1:14-8:30
! The servant at work.

! Jesus heals many
! Appoints the twelve
! Feeds the five thousand
! Walks on water
! Teaches the Pharisees



Mark – Divisions and Outlines

Chapters 9-15
! The servant resisted and 

rejected. 

! Jesus predicts his death 
! Transfiguration 
! Lord’s supper 
! Jesus arrested 
! Peter disowns Jesus 
! Crucifixion

Chapter 16
! The servant triumphant

! Resurrection



Personal Application

! The Life of a Servant 
!The chief characteristic of Christ in this book is 

his activity. This can be translated into the mark 
of a good servant. This gospel is a look at the 
servant at work. What is your activity level?




