




Influence of the Pre-Christian Era

Hebrews Greeks Romans



Greeks – The Significance of One 
Language

! The ambition of Alexander the Great conquering the 
ancient world between 334-323 B.C. was long standing. 

! He established the Greek language as the common 
tongue 

! The Greek culture of thought and life became the 
paradigm





Greek 
Contributions 
To Civilization

The Alphabet

The Library

The Olympics

Science and Mathematics

Architecture

Mythology

The Lighthouse

Standardized Medicine







WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT 
LUKE’S WRITINGS?

! Luke’s gospel is the longest of the four – Matthew has more chapters, 
but Luke has more words. 

! Most theologians observe that the gospel of Luke has a sequel in the 
book of Acts. 

! When you include the book of Acts, Luke wrote more of the New 
Testament than any other writer, including Paul. Paul wrote more 
books, but Luke/Acts is longer than all of Paul’s letters put together. 

! Luke’s gospel is addressed primarily to gentiles or non-Jewish readers. 



WHAT DO WE 
KNOW 
ABOUT LUKE?

Luke was a Physician 
(Colossians 4:14)

He was a companion of 
Paul’s (Philemon 24)

Luke was most likely a 
Gentile (Colossians 4:10-14)



GENTILE - PERSON WHO IS NOT JEWISH.  

KEY TERM - GENTILE

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Judaism


LUKE’S THEME

!Why would Luke write a book geared to 
the Gentiles, describing how they should 
follow a Jewish teacher? 

! He wanted to write a historically credible account that 
presented Jesus as a man, human in nature, as the son 
of God. 

! Luke’s gospel is the most evangelical in nature of the 
four gospels.



KEY VERSE – LUKE 2:10 & 2:30-32

! Luke 2:10 – But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

! Luke 2:30-32 – For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel. 

! Luke 2:32 is the first clear statement of inclusion of Gentiles by name in 
the New Testament. 



STRUCTURE AND CONTENT

! Prologue 1:1-4 
! Good News of Christ’s Coming 1:5 to 2:52 
! Preparation and Commitment 3:1 to 4:13 
! Ministry in Galilee 4:14 to 9:50 
! Journeying to Jerusalem 9:51 to 19:27 
! Final Ministry in Jerusalem 19:28 to 24:53 



LUKE’S SPECIAL THEMES

! Love for outcasts – Luke shows Jesus to be empathetic and 
compassionate toward people, whoever they are. (7:36-50; 
15:1-32; 19:1-10) 

! Women – Jesus’ treatment of women stands out in the male-
oriented society of that day. (10:38-42; 13:10-17; 18:1-8) 

! Holy Spirit – Luke develops the theme of the Holy Spirit in his 
gospel and then carries it even further  in the book of Acts. 
(4:14-18; 11:13; 12:12)



LUKE’S SPECIAL THEMES

! Prayer – Luke’s gospel emphasizes the prayer life of Jesus, as well 
as his teachings about prayer. (9:28-29; 22:32,42; 11:1-13; 18:1-14) 

! Praise – Luke records many instances of people praising God and 
the words joy and rejoice occur throughout the gospel. (5:25-26; 
15:6-7; 19:6; 24:52) 

! Possessions – Luke emphasizes Jesus’ concern for the poor and 
had much to say about the proper use of possessions. (4:18; 
6:20,30; 12:13-34; 16:1-31)



STATEMENT 
OF FAITH

! Jesus Christ was conceived 
through the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary. He lived a 
sinless life, was crucified and 
rose from the dead, ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father.



GOD BECOMING 
MAN – LUKE 2:1-40

!The virgin conception 
and birth in Bethlehem 
does not mark the 
beginning of the Son of 
God. Rather, it marks the 
eternal Son entering 
physically into our world 
and becoming one of us.



Jesus’ Birth 
Narratives in 

Matthew 
and Luke

! Of the four Gospels only Matthew 
and Luke give us narratives of 
Jesus’ birth. Luke’s narrative is 
about three times as long as 
Matthew’s and therefore usually 
receives more attention.



SIMILARITIES
! The names of the parents are Mary and 

Joseph (Mt. 1:18; Lk. 1:27) 
! An angel foretells Jesus’ birth (Mt. 1:18-25; 

Lk. 1:26-38) 
! Mary was a virgin when she conceived (Mt. 

1:18; Lk. 1:34-35) 
! Jesus was born in Bethlehem (Mt. 2:1; Lk. 

2:4-7) 
! Herod the Great was king of Israel (Mt. 2:1; 

Lk. 1:5) 
! Jesus’ family settles in Nazareth (Mt. 2:23; 

Lk. 2:39)



JESUS’ BIRTH NARRATIVES

Unique Features in Matthew
! Joseph resolves to divorce Mary 

(1:19) 
! An angel visits Joseph (1:20-21) 
! The angel tells Joseph to name 

his son Jesus (1:21) 
! Wise men from the east visit the 

family (2:1-12) 
! The family escapes to Egypt 

(2:13-15)

Unique Features in Luke
! The angel Gabriel visits Mary 

(1:26-38) 
! Mary’s song of praise (1:46-55) 
! Angels visit the shepherds 

(2:8-21) 
! Mary and Joseph take Jesus to 

the temple (2:22-38)




