






Key Terms - Covenant

! An agreement, usually formal, between two or more parties or 
persons to do or not do something specified. 

! The roots of the Old Covenant trace back to Abraham, the 
forefather of Israel. God initiated a covenant with Abraham in which 
He promised to make a special nation of his descendants. It is these 
descendants who later entered a covenant with God at Mount Sinai. 

    (Genesis 12)



Understanding the New Testament 

! The New Covenant is the 
promise that God makes with 
humanity that He will forgive sin 
and restore fellowship with 
those whose hearts are turned 
toward Him. Jesus Christ is the 
mediator of the New Covenant, 
and His death on the cross is 
the basis of the promise.



Four centuries of silence

! Knowing how the world 
changed during this period 
is crucial to understanding 
the era in which Jesus lived 
and ministered.



Influence of 
the Pre-
Christian Era

Hebrews

Greeks

Romans



Hebrews – The Significance of 
Religion

! The Great Dispersion – the scattering of the Hebrew 
people across the ancient world after the exile. 

! Two emphasis stood out amid the pagan societies: 

! Monotheism – the belief in only one God 

! The Law of God



The 
Hebrew 
Influence
PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES



! The Pharisees were the party of the 
Synagogue.  They were the keepers, copiers 
and interpreters of the Law.  Unfortunately, 
they reinterpreted the Law.  They 
constructed a maze of regulations that 
became known as the Oral Law.  The larger 
of the two groups, they taught belief in 
resurrection and the judgement of the last 
day.  It was this group that most often came 
under the condemnation of the Lord Jesus 
in his teachings because they emphasized 
the unimportant and neglected the 
weightier elements of the Law. 

Religious 
Sects - 
Pharisees



! The Sadducees were closely 
associated with the Greek intellectual 
movement.  They did not believe in 
resurrection and rejected Oral Law, 
accepting only the written Law of the 
Old Testament.  Though relatively small 
in size, the Sadducees wielded great 
political power and controlled the high 
priesthood and were the leading 
officials of the Sanhedrin (the highest 
Jewish court).

Religious 
Sects - 
Sadducees



Greeks – The Significance of One 
Language

! The ambition of Alexander the Great conquering the ancient world 
between 334-323 B.C. was long standing. 

! He established the Greek language as the common tongue 

! The Greek culture of thought and life became the paradigm 

! This was important because the apostolic preaching was done largely 
in Greek and the New Testament books were written in Greek.



The Greek Influence
THE SEPTUAGINT



The 
Septuagint

! Around 250 B.C. The Septuagint 
(meaning “the seventy”), the 
Greek translation of the Old 
Testament, made the scriptures 
available to Jews who no longer 
spoke their ancestral language, 
as well as to the entire Greek-
speaking world.  This translation 
later became the Bible of the 
early church.  The seventy refers 
to the seventy-two Jewish elders 
chosen to translate the scriptures.



Romans – The Significance of Law 
and Order

! The ancient world was organized into a great 
empire through provinces and districts. 

! The empire was efficiently supervised and 
administered  by governors throughout the 
provinces.



The Roman 
Influence

!The modern system of roads 
contributed greatly to the 
measure of ease and safety by 
which travelers could make their 
way across the empire. 

!Although negative in nature, the 
degeneration of morality and 
religion became an important 
factor in the message of 
redemption.



Key Verse – Galatians 4:4-5

! But when the set time had fully come, 
God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those 
under the law, that we might receive 
adoption to sonship.



Into this mess of 
culture and 
ideologies 
stepped Jesus 
of Nazareth



The 
Gospels


