


POETRY – FIVE 
BOOKS

• Job
• Psalms
• Proverbs
• Ecclesiastes
• Song of Solomon
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BOOKS OF 
POETRY – 
LITERARY 
STYLE

• Each book has it’s own historical 
setting.  Try to understand the author’s 
world and his reasons for writing:
• Job probably lived during the era 

of the patriarchs; a contemporary 
of Abraham.
• Psalms is a collection of songs 

written over many years. Mostly by 
David during the United Kingdom 
era.
• Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song 

of Solomon were written mostly by 
Solomon prior to the kingdom split. 



BOOKS OF POETRY – LITERARY STYLE

• Poetry should be enjoyed rather 
than dissected and analyzed.  The 
authors didn’t craft these books to 
touch us on an intimate level.  
These books are meant to stir our 
souls and lift our hearts to God.



PSALMS – 
INSPIRED 
PRAISE

The book of 
Psalms is 

somewhat like a 
modern 

hymnbook.  Both 
are a collection of 
songs and prayers 
written by several 
people over a long 

period of time.

Psalms were borne 
out of people’s 
experiences. 
(Psalm 34)



MODERN HYMNS

“HOW GREAT THOU ART”

• Written by Carl Boberg in 
Sweden in 1885.

• The inspiration came when 
Boberg was walking home from 
church, listening to church bells, 
when a massive storm struck.

“AMAZING GRACE”

• Written by John Newton in 
England in 1779.

• Inspired by his conversion after 
participating in the slave trade 
and an awful experience on a 
ship.



IMPORTANT 
TERMS - 
PSALMS

• Comes from the Greek word 
Psalmos, which means “poems sung 
to the accompaniment of stringed 
instruments.”

• The Hebrew term Tehillim means 
“praises.”



IMPORTANT 
TERMS 
  
SUPERSCRIPTIO
NS

• The lines in Psalms just above the 
first verse, they often tell us who 
wrote the Psalm and under what 
circumstance.  (Psalm 3)



MODERN HYMNS OR BIBLICAL PSALMS?

“HOW GREAT THOU ART”

• Written by Carl Boberg in 
Sweden in 1885.

• The inspiration came when 
Boberg was walking home from 
church, listening to church bells, 
when a massive storm struck.”

“PSALM 3”

• Written by David around 1000 
B.C.

• The inspiration came when 
David fled from his son 
Absalom. (2 Samuel 15)



HISTORICAL 
SETTINGS 
OF THE 
PSALMS

• David – almost half of the Psalms, 
seventy-three of them, are written by 
David.

• Anonymous – about fifty of the psalms are 
anonymous.

• Asaph – twelve are ascribed to Asaph 
who was a worship leader, a Levite 
appointed by David. (Psalm 73) 



ECSTASY AND AGONY OF A KING

• With the tragic end of Saul’s reign, David’s reign began.

• David was arguably the most outstanding king in Israel’s history.

• He distinguished himself as a great leader.

• He was successful in uniting the tribes of Israel.

• Israel gained international respect and recognition through military 
success. 



HISTORICAL 
SETTINGS 
OF THE 
PSALMS

• 2 Samuel 22 – Historical account or 
Psalm? “David’s song of praise” (Psalm 
18)

• 2 Chronicles 5 – Historical setting of the 
Arc being brought into the temple. (Asaph)

• Ezra 3 – Historical setting of rebuilding the 
temple. (Asaph) 



IMPORTANT 
TERMS - SELAH

THOUGH ITS EXACT MEANING 
IS UNCERTAIN, MANY 
BELIEVE IT MEANS “PAUSE 
OR CRESCENDO.” 

(PSALM 39)



STRUCTURE AND FLOW - PENTATEUCH

BOOK ONE - GENESIS

• Psalms 1-41
• Correlates with Genesis and 

has much to say about man. 
They can be described as 
personal in nature.

BOOK TWO - EXODUS

• Psalms 42-72
• Correlates with Exodus and 

has much to say about 
deliverance. They can be 
described as devotional in 
nature.



STRUCTURE AND FLOW - PENTATEUCH
Book Three - Leviticus

Psalms 73-89

- Correlates with 
Leviticus and has an 
emphasis on 
historical liturgy or 
worship.

Book Four - Numbers

Psalms 90-106

- Correlates with 
Numbers and dates 
back to having ties 
to Moses and is 
general in nature.

Book Five - Deuteronomy

Psalms 107-150

- Correlates with 
Deuteronomy and 
has a flavor of 
thanksgiving and is 
prophetical in 
nature.



KEY VERSE – 
A 
DOXOLOGY 

• Each of the five books ends with a 
doxology:
• Psalm 41:13
• Psalm 72:18
• Psalm 89:52
• Psalm 106:48
• Psalm 150



PERSONAL 
APPLICATIO
N

• The Psalms speak to us and meet are 
pressing needs.  Anything we are going 
through, someone else has all ready 
experienced.  We can probably find our 
experience in one of the 150 chapters.



OLD TESTAMENT FORESHADOWS OF JESUS 
CHRIST

IN THE BOOK OF….
• Ezra and Nehemiah
• Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi
• Esther
• Job
• Psalms

HE IS….
Our New Covenant Temple
Our evidence of the Trinity
Our Advocate
Comforter and redeemer
All in all




