


POETRY – FIVE 
BOOKS

• Job

• Psalms

• Proverbs

• Ecclesiastes

• Song of Solomon



BOOKS OF 
POETRY – 
LITERARY 
STYLE

• Each book has it’s own historical 
setting.  Try to understand the author’s 
world and his reasons for writing:

• Job probably lived during the era 
of the patriarchs; a contemporary 
of Abraham.

• Psalms is a collection of songs 
written over many years. Mostly by 
David during the United Kingdom 
era.

• Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song 
of Solomon were written mostly by 
Solomon prior to the kingdom split. 





PROVERBS – 
COUNSEL 
FOR RIGHT 
LIVING

• It is incredibly significant that the book of 
Proverbs follows the book of Psalms.  
This fact emphasizes that a right 
relationship with God (Psalms) must be 
the foundation for right living (Proverbs).

• Psalms and Proverbs give us proper 
balance: the Psalms deepen our 
devotional life with God, while Proverbs 
equips us to cope with daily life.



KEY TERM - 
PROVERB

CONVEYING THE IDEA OF 
COMPARING THE FAMILIAR 
TO THE UNFAMILIAR TO 
TEACH A GUIDING 
PRINCIPLE, WHICH HAS 
APPLICATIONS TO A 
VARIETY OF SITUATIONS IN 
LIFE.



PROVERBS – 
HERE’S WHAT 
WE KNOW!

Solomon, the wisest 
king to rule Israel, wrote 
the vast majority of this 
book.

Written mostly during the 
tenth century B.C. at the 
height of the unified nation.

Written to the Israelite 
people to show how godly 
wisdom merges with real 
life.



STRUCTURE AND FLOW

PROLOGUE
• Chapters 1-9

• Wisdom especially for youths

PRINCIPLES
• Chapters 10-31

• Wisdom for all



KEY VERSES 
– PROVERBS 
1:7, 15:33

• The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of knowledge, but fools despise 
wisdom and discipline.

• The fear of the Lord teaches a man 
wisdom, and humility comes before 
honor.



KEY TERM - 
WISDOM
• Knowledge of what is true or right 

coupled with just judgement as to 
action or discernment

• Biblical Wisdom: God is the source 
of wisdom, therefore reverence for 
God is the controlling principle for 
applying these proverbs to the way 
life is presented to us.



KEY 
CONCEPT – 
FEAR OF 
THE LORD

• The Bible uses the word fear at least 300 
times in reference to God.  We shouldn’t 
downplay it as a Christian discipline. 

• This type of fear should promote an 
attitude of humility and awe, not dread 
and fright. 

• A healthy fear of God is good because it 
saves us from caving into our own sinful 
nature and keeps us in right relationship 
with him.



PERSONAL 
APPLICATION

• Fearing God is the first step to 
gaining wisdom.  Foolish people 
reject God and his ways, but the wise 
trust him and will enjoy the blessings 
that come with a right relationship 
with him.



PERSONAL 
APPLICATION

• Proverbs shows us that we are not 
meant to spend all of our lives in a 
sanctuary or only with other believers; 
we must also live in the office, the 
field, the classroom and the home.  
We cannot limit God to church only, 
but we must welcome and follow him 
in all aspects of our lives.



OLD TESTAMENT FORESHADOWS OF JESUS 
CHRIST

IN THE BOOK OF….
• Proverbs

HE IS….
Incarnate



KEY TERM – 
INCARNATE 
(ADJECTIVE)

Personified or 
typified, as a 

quality.

Wisdom is 
incarnate in 

Christ: 
Colossians 

2:2-3



KEY VERSE – 
COLOSSIAN
S 2:2-3

• Paul says to the people in Colosse; “My 
goal is that they may be encouraged in 
heart and united in love, so that they may 
have the full riches of complete 
understanding, in order that they may 
know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 
 in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge.”




