


Poetry – Five 
Books

!Job 
!Psalms 
!Proverbs 
!Ecclesiastes 
!Song of Solomon



Timeline of the end of the Old 
Testament
 
Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon: 605 B.C. – 562 B.C. 
Southern kingdom exiled: 586 B.C. 
Cyrus King of Great Persian Empire: 576 B.C. – 530 B.C. 
Jews start returning to Jerusalem: 536 B.C. 
Temple Rebuilt: 530 B.C. – 515 B.C. (Ezra) 
Haggai serves as Prophet: 525 B.C. 
Zechariah serves as Prophet: 525 B.C. 
Xerxes King of Persia: 485 B.C. – 465 B.C. 
Esther becomes Queen: 475 B.C. 
Ezra serves as Priest: 460 B.C. – 430 B.C. 
Nehemiah Governor of Jerusalem: 460 B.C. – 430 B.C. 
Malachi serves as Prophet: circa 440 B.C.



Understanding the Old Testament
! The Law 

! Genesis 

! Exodus 

! Leviticus 

! Numbers 

! Deuteronomy

! History
! Joshua
! Judges
! Ruth
! 1 Samuel
! 2 Samuel
! 1 Kings
! 2 Kings
! 1 Chronicles
! 2 Chronicles
! Ezra
! Nehemiah
! Esther



Understanding the Old Testament
Poetry

 Job 
 Psalms 
 Proverbs 
 Ecclesiastes 
 Song of Solomon

Major Prophets
 Isaiah 
 Jeremiah 
 Lamentations 
 Ezekiel 
 Daniel

Minor Prophets
 Hosea 

 Joel 
 Amos 

 Obadiah 

 Jonah 

 Micah 

 Nahum 

 Habakkuk 

 Zephaniah 

 Haggai 
 Zechariah 

 Malachi



Books of Poetry – Literary Style

! Each book has it’s own historical setting.  Try to 
understand the author’s world and his reasons for writing: 
! Job probably lived during the era of the patriarchs; a 

contemporary of Abraham. 
! Psalms is a collection of songs written over many years. 

Mostly by David during the United Kingdom era. 
! Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon were 

written mostly by Solomon prior to the kingdom split. 



Books of Poetry – Literary Style

! Remember that Hebrew poetry does not 
rhyme. Instead the Hebrew writers used 
a poetic structure called parallelism. 
! Synonymous – repeating an idea line 

after line. 
! Antithetical – contrasting one thought 

with another. 
! Synthetic – developing a thought with 

succeeding lines that emphasize the 
first. 



Books of Poetry – Literary Style

! Poetry should be enjoyed 
rather than dissected and 
analyzed.  The authors didn’t 
craft these books to touch us 
on an intimate level.  These 
books are meant to stir our 
souls and lift our hearts to God.



Three Inspired Poets

! Job – was a business man and father from the land of Uz, who 
lost it all. He touches us that even a genuinely righteous person 
can suffer terribly. 

! David – was a shepherd, musician and king. He teaches us that 
even a man after God’s heart can fall into sinfulness. 

! Solomon – was a pampered genius who drifted too far from 
God. He teaches us that even the wise can miss some of life’s 
basic truths.





Job – Why me, why this, why 
now?

! We are drawn to the story of Job, because he was a 
blameless man whom “was doing everything right when 
suddenly everything went wrong.” 

! Job lost more in the blink of an eye – family, possessions, 
position and health – than most of us have experienced 
put together. 

! If anyone ever had the cause to ask, “why me?” it was 
Job.



C.S. LEWIS WROTE, “PAIN IS GOD’S MEGAPHONE 
TO ROUSE A DEAF WORLD.”  

! This book explores the most difficult questions of this life: 

! Why is there evil in this world? 
! Why is there pain, suffering and heartache? 
! Why do the righteous suffer? 
! Why do bad things happen to good people?



Important Term – Soul

! Soul – (noun) “The principle of life, feeling, thought and 
action separate from the body.” Spiritual vs. Physical 

! Also, the inner life encompassing desires and emotions. 

! The part of us that arguably goes immediately to be in 
the presence of God. 



Job – Facts about the book

Author and Date 
! No one knows for sure who wrote the book of Job. Suggestions 

range from Job himself, to Elihu, Moses, Solomon, Isaiah, Hezekiah 
and Ezra. 

! The date of the book’s writing is a mystery as well. However, 
different facts of the time leads us to deduce that Job was a 
patriarch: long life, accumulation of livestock, use of the name for 
God (Shaddai).  



Structure and Flow

Introduction to suffering
! Chapters 1-3

! Job’s purity and prosperity
! Satan’s proposition and 

God’s permission
! Satan’s persecution and 

persistence
! Tragedy and plagues

! Key figures: Job, Satan and 
God

Discussion of Suffering
! Chapters 4-31

! Condolences and condemnation
! Continued cycles of speeches
! Theological vs. philosophical

! Key figures: Job, Eliphaz, Bildad 
and Zophar



Structure and Flow
Correction in 
suffering

Chapters 32-41 

Wisdom from the 
unexpected 
God’s sovereignty 

Key figures: Elihu 
and God

Submission in 
suffering

Chapter 42:1-6 

Job’s admission 

Job’s confession 

Key figures: Job

Restoration from 
suffering

Chapter 42:7-17 

God’s anger with three 
friends 

God’s blessing on Job 

Key figures: God, Job and 
three friends



Key Chapter – Job 42

Through this process of 
tragedy, Job had become 
convinced that God was 
angry with him.  Thus, he 

became angry with God and 
wanted to be heard.

In chapter 42, Job recognizes 
God’s sovereignty over all 

aspects of life.



Key Verse – Job 42:12-13

! The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the 
first.  He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand 
camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand 
donkeys.  And he also had seven sons and three 
daughters.



Key verses – James 5:11

! As you know, we consider blessed those who have 
persevered.  You have heard of Job’s perseverance and 
have seen what the Lord finally brought about.  The Lord 
is full of compassion and mercy.



Personal application

! It is a major error to conclude that all sickness and trouble 
come because of sin.  Sometimes the innocent suffer and 
the wicked are not immediately judged. 

! Comforting the sufferer is not always achieved by 
senseless statements.  Rather, identify with the grief and 
pray for God’s mercy.



Old testament foreshadows of Jesus 
Christ

In the book of….
! Ezra and Nehemiah
! Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi
! Esther
! Job

He is….
Our New Covenant Temple

Our evidence of the Trinity

Our Advocate

Comforter and redeemer




