


HAM IT UP!





UNDERSTANDING THE OLD TESTAMENT

MAJOR PROPHETS
• Isaiah
• Jeremiah
• Lamentations
• Ezekiel
• Daniel

MINOR PROPHETS

• Hosea Nahum

• Joel Habakkuk

• Amos Zephaniah

• Obadiah Haggai

• Jonah Zechariah

• Micah Malachi



KEY TERMS   
 
 
ISRAEL AND 
JUDAH

• Israel – In the divided kingdom Israel 
refers to the northern kingdom.

• Judah – In the divided kingdom 
Judah refers to the southern 
kingdom.



KEY TERMS – ASSYRIA AND BABYLON

Assyria – Kingdom 
northeast of Israel 

that eventually 
conquered the 

Israelites and exiled 
the people.

Babylon – Kingdom 
east of Israel and 

Judah that first 
conquered the 

Assyrians and then 
destroyed Jerusalem



A SUMMARY OF I AND II KINGS

THE NORTH
• Ten Tribes

• 20 Godless kings

• 931-722 existing for 209 years

• Captured by Assyria

THE SOUTH
• Two Tribes

• 20 kings, 8 or 9 were Godly

• 931-586 existing for 345 years

• Captured by Babylon



HOW TO 
STUDY 
PROPHETIC 
BOOKS

• Study the prophet himself as a 
person.
• Study his audience.
• Determine where and when they 

prophesied.
• Analyze and apply their message.



QUESTIONS 
TO ASK 
WHEN 
STUDYING 
PROPHETS

Were they pre-exilic, exilic or post-
exilic?

Did they prophesy in the north, south 
or…..?

Were they writing or non-writing 
prophets?





THE PROPHET 
JEREMIAH
•This painting of Jeremiah is 
part of the ceiling of the 
Sistine Chapel completed in 
the early 1500’s by……….



JEREMIAH – WEEPING AND WARNING

• Jeremiah was late pre-exilic.

• Jeremiah prophesied directly to the people 
of Judah, specifically in Jerusalem.

• He was a writing prophet.



JEREMIAH – SPECIFIC KINGS

• Josiah – Godly (2 Kings 22)
• Jehoahaz – Un-Godly (2 Kings 23)  
• Jehoiakim – Un-Godly (2 Kings 23)
• Jehoiachin – Un-Godly (2 Kings 24)
• Zedekiah – Un-Godly (2 Kings 25)

• Was a direct contemporary to Zephaniah and 
Habakkuk



JEREMIAH – WHAT WE KNOW

• Jeremiah is the longest book of the Bible, containing more words than any 
other book.

• He was born in a village in Benjamin about an hour’s walk from Jerusalem.

• Jeremiah saw his nation disintegrating morally from within and being 
destroyed militarily from without.  He witnessed the siege and sack of 
Jerusalem personally and saw many of his people taken into foreign lands.



JEREMIAH – 
WEEPING AND 
WARNING

• In his early preaching, Jeremiah spoke 
of the nation’s love for God, but quickly 
rebukes their rampant Baalism and 
their belief they were doing nothing 
wrong.  Jeremiah consistently delivered 
a message of God’s judgement to 
come on Judah.  This eventually leads 
to incredible hardship and suffering for 
Jeremiah himself in the process.



JEREMIAH – MAN 
OF SORROWS

• His family attempted to kill him (Jeremiah 
11).

• He was mocked (Jeremiah 20).

• He was beaten (Jeremiah 20).

• He was falsely accused of treason and 
imprisoned (Jeremiah 37).

• Just for good measure, he was thrown into 
a well (Jeremiah 38).



KEY VERSES 
 
JEREMIAH 
9:1  
 
JEREMIAH 
13:17

•  Oh, that my head were a spring of water 
and my eyes a fountain of tears! 
I would weep day and night for the slain of 
my people. (9:1)

• If you do not listen, I will weep in 
secret because of your pride, my eyes will 
weep bitterly, overflowing with 
tears, because the LORD’s flock will be 
taken captive. (13:17)



STRUCTURE 
AND FLOW – 
CHAPTERS 1-45

• Judah’s Sin and Judgement
• Jeremiah’s call
• Idolatry
• Corrupt leadership
• Moral compromise
• Promises of restoration
• Fall of Jerusalem and aftermath 



STRUCTURE 
AND FLOW – 
CHAPTERS 
46-52

• God’s Judgement on the Gentile 
Nations
• Egypt
• Philistia
• Moab
• Ammon
• Edom
• Babylon
•  Jerusalem left in ruins – Chapter 52



KEY CHAPTER 
– JEREMIAH 52

• Zedekiah was king of Judah.

• Nebuchadnezzar was king of Babylon.

• The siege lasted 18 months.

• The Babylonians burned the Temple of 
the Lord, as well as the royal palace.

• The imperial guard broke down the 
walls around Jerusalem.



PERSONAL APPLICATION

• Delivering God’s truth isn’t always easy.  Most often we focus on 
God’s love as a message of hope.  However, are we willing to deliver 
the reprimands that need to stated?  Sometimes that message 
needs to be delivered firmly to those close to us.

• How do we receive those reprimands when it’s us that needs to hear 
from others?



OLD TESTAMENT FORESHADOWS OF JESUS 
CHRIST

IN THE BOOK OF….
• Proverbs

• Ecclesiastes

• Song of Solomon

• Isaiah

• Jeremiah 

HE IS….
Incarnate

Our Pursuit

The Bridegroom

Atonement

Authority





LAMENTATIONS 
– A PROPHETS 
BROKEN 
HEART

• Lamentations has been called the 
saddest book of the Old Testament.  
Though it contains one of the best 
known passages of appealing for 
renewal in the entire Bible, it is as a 
whole “A funeral service for the 
death of a city.”



LAMENTATIONS – POETRY AND PENMANSHIP 

• Although an author is not named, there is persistent tradition that the 
book of Lamentations was composed by Jeremiah.  However, most 
scholars leave the question undecided.

• The chief focus of Lamentations is on God’s judgment in response to 
Judah’s sin. Though the book deals with disgrace, it turns to God’s 
great faithfulness and closes with grace.



KEY TERM - DIRGE

A funeral song or 
tune, expressing 

mourning in 
commemoration of 

the dead.

A poem of lament 
for the dead; 

solemn or mournful 
music.



STRUCTURE AND FLOW

• Chapter 1 – Jerusalem’s desolation; delivered with a sense of 
loneliness.

• Chapter 2 – The Lord’s anger; delivered with a sense of anger.

• Chapter 3 – Jeremiah’s grief; delivered with a sense of brokenness.

• Chapter 4 – The Lord’s anger; delivered with a sense of desperation.

• Chapter 5 – Jeremiah’s prayer; delivered with a sense of weariness.



KEY VERSES – 
LAMENTATIONS 
1:21, 2:20

• “People have heard my groaning, but there 
is no one to comfort me.  All my enemies 
have heard of my distress; they rejoice at 
what you have done. May you bring the day 
you have announced so they may become 
like me.”

• “Young and old lie together in the dust of 
the streets; my young men and young 
women have fallen by the sword.  You have 
slain them in the day of your anger; you 
have slaughtered them without pity.”



KEY VERSE – 
LAMENTATIONS 
3:22-26

• Because of the LORD’s great love we are 
not consumed, for his compassions never 
fail. They are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The 
LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for 
him.” The LORD is good to those whose 
hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; 
it is good to wait quietly for the salvation 
of the LORD.



PERSONAL APPLICATION

• God promises to forgive our sins if we 
confess and repent.  However, he 
never promises to take away the 
consequences.  

• The faithful presence of Christ in our 
life can comfort us in any trouble.



OLD TESTAMENT FORESHADOWS OF JESUS 
CHRIST

IN THE BOOK OF….
• Isaiah

• Jeremiah

• Lamentations

HE IS….
Our Atonement

Authority

Security and comfort




