




HOW TO STUDY 
PROPHETIC 

BOOKS

 Study the prophet himself as a 
person. 
 Study his audience. 
 Determine where and when 
they prophesied. 
 Analyze and apply their 
message.





CHANGING OF THE 
GUARD

1 Samuel 
2 Samuel 
1 Kings 
2 Kings 



DECLINE AND FALL OF 
THE HEBREW NATION

1 Kings 
2 Kings 
1 Chronicles 
2 Chronicles



A SUMMARY OF I AND II KINGS

The North
 Ten Tribes
 20 Godless kings
 931-722 existing for 209 years
 Captured by Assyria

The South
 Two Tribes
 20 kings, 8 or 9 were Godly
 931-586 existing for 345 years
 Captured by Babylon



KEY TERMS   
 
 

ISRAEL AND 
JUDAH

 Israel – In the divided kingdom 
Israel refers to the northern 
kingdom. 

 Judah – In the divided kingdom 
Judah refers to the southern 
kingdom.



KEY VERSES – 1 KINGS 15:9, 
15:25 
In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel,  Asa 
became king of Judah, and he reigned in Jerusalem 
forty-one years.  

Nadab son of Jeroboam became king of Israel in the 
second year of Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over 
Israel two years.  



KEY TERMS – ASSYRIA AND 
BABYLON

Assyria – Kingdom 
northeast of Israel 

that eventually 
conquered the 

Israelites and exiled 
the people.

Babylon – Kingdom 
east of Israel and 

Judah that first 
conquered the 

Assyrians and then 
destroyed Jerusalem



QUESTIONS TO 
ASK WHEN 
STUDYING 
PROPHETS

Were they pre-exilic, exilic or 
post-exilic? 

Did they prophesy in the north, 
south or…..? 

Were they writing or non-writing 
prophets?





ISAIAH – PRINCE 
AMONG THE 

PROPHETS

 Isaiah was pre-exilic 

 Isaiah prophesied directly to 
the people of Judah, 
specifically in Jerusalem. 

 He was a writing prophet



ISAIAH – SPECIFIC 
KINGS

 Uzziah (Azariah) – Godly (2 Kings 
15) 

 Jotham – Godly (2 Kings 15)   

 Ahaz – Un-Godly (2 Kings 16) 

 Hezekiah – Godly (2 Kings 
18-20) 

 Was a direct contemporary to 
Micah



ISAIAH’S THEME

 The people of Judah in Isaiah’s day were characterized by 
hypocrisy, greed, self-indulgence and idolatry.  Through Isaiah, 
God announced his judgements on his people.  He warned that 
Judah would be invaded and carried into exile.  God’s 
message, however, wasn’t limited to judgement.  He promised 
that he would redeem his people not only from political 
oppression, but spiritual oppression as well through a coming 
Messiah.



KEY VERSE – ISAIAH 6:1-3

 The Commission 

 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 
throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphim, 
each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  And they were calling to one 
another: 

 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 



KEY TERMS

Judgement – The ability to 
judge, make a decision, or form 
an opinion, authoritatively and 
wisely, especially in matters 
affecting action.

Mercy – Compassion or 
kindness shown to someone 
instead of severity, especially 
to someone who doesn’t 
deserve it.



ISAIAH’S 
TIES TO THE 
NEW 
TESTAMENT

Key Chapter – 53

Isaiah consistently 
showcases the person and 
work of Jesus Christ.  It’s no 
surprise that he’s quoted in 
the New Testament more 
than any other prophet.

Chapter 53 alone is 
quoted or alluded to at 
least 85 times in the 
New Testament.



STRUCTURE AND FLOW
The Judgement of God Ch. 1-39

 God humbles man’s pride – Ch. 1-6 

 God’s sovereign plan for the nations 
– Ch. 7-27 

 Trust God or military might – Ch. 
28-39 

 Emphasis – law and judgement for 
disobedience

The deliverance of God – Ch. 40-66

 God will bring deliverance – Ch. 40-48 

 A suffering servant will bring salvation – 
Ch. 49-55 

 God’s final restoration – Ch. 56-66 

 Emphasis – God’s grace and deliverance



PERSONAL 
APPLICATION

God can 
restore a 
sinful 
nature



OLD TESTAMENT FORESHADOWS 
OF JESUS CHRIST
In the book of….

 Proverbs
 Ecclesiastes
 Song of Solomon
 Isaiah

He is….
Incarnate

Our Pursuit

The Bridegroom

Atonement




