


Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi



Understanding the Old Testament
Major Prophets

!   Isaiah
! Jeremiah
! Lamentations
! Ezekiel
! Daniel

Minor prophets
! Hosea
! Joel
! Amos
! Obadiah
! Jonah
! Micah
! Nahum
! Habakkuk
! Zephaniah
! Haggai
! Zechariah
! Malachi



Descriptions 
of Prophets

! Individualists    Strong willed 
! Stubborn     Determined 
! Men of conviction  Stern 
! Focused     Extremists 

! Not concerned about safety 
! Not concerned about comfort



Characteristics of prophets

! Uncompromising – Isaiah 1:1-4 

! Stood alone – Jeremiah 1:1-10 

! God’s mouthpiece 
Jeremiah1:1-10 

! Rugged determination – Ezekiel 
2:1-7

! Prayer and integrity – Daniel 
6

! Outspoken critics – Amos 
7:10-17

! Obedient – Hosea 3

! Revealer of future truths – 
Micah 5



How to study prophetic books?

! Study the prophet himself as a person. 
! Study his audience. 
! Where and when did they prophesy? 
! What was their message?



The second exodus – 3 waves

! The first wave under Zerubbabel’s leadership 
brought almost 50,000 home to resettle and 
rebuild the temple. 

! Eighty years later, a second group of about 
2000 came with Ezra who called people 
back to holy living. 

! The third wave under the leadership of 
Nehemiah came fourteen years later to 
rebuild the wall around Jerusalem.





Haggai: Finish the Temple 

! After two years of working diligently to rebuild 
the Temple, the work came to a grinding 
halt. 

! It sat stagnant for fifteen years. 

! Haggai directs his messages specifically to 
Zerubbabel (Governor) and Joshua (High 
Priest).



Key Chapter – Ezra Chapter 4

!Opposition to 
rebuilding



Key Verse – Haggai 2:2-4

! “Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, to 
Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of 
the people. Ask them, ‘Who of you is left who saw this house in 
its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem 
to you like nothing? But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares 
the LORD. ‘Be strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be 
strong, all you people of the land,’ declares the LORD, ‘and 
work. For I am with you,’ declares the LORD Almighty.



Haggai – Structure and Flow

Rebuild God’s Temple – Ch. 1

! Rebuke
! Reflection
! Divine Discipline
! Repentant Response

Encouragement and Hope – Ch. 2

! Take Courage
! You will be blessed
! You are chosen





Zechariah - 
Restoration

! Zechariah was a contemporary of 
Zerubbabel, Joshua and Haggai and 
is the largest of the minor prophet 
books. 

! Like Haggai, Zechariah urged 
people to complete the Temple, but 
in a much different way. 

! Zechariah’s message can be 
summed as “By rebuilding the 
Temple, you’re also rebuilding your 
Soul.”



Key Chapter – Zechariah Chapter 1

! Like Daniel, Ezekiel, 
Revelation and other 
apocalyptic books, 
Zechariah uses images 
and symbols to emphasize 
the coming Messiah.



Zechariah – Structure and Flow

Visions – Chapters 
1-6

Horses and Riders 
Horns and 
Craftsmen 
Lampstand 
Flying Scroll 
Chariots

Questions – 
Chapters 7-8

Fasting and the 
future of Zion

Predictions – Chapters 9-14

Rejection of the 
good shepherd 

Messiah’s final 
victory



Key verse – 
Zechariah 

4:6

! So he said to me, “This is the word of 
the Lord, to Zerubbabel; ‘Not by 
might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ 
says the Lord Almighty.





Malachi – 
Honoring 
God

Historically, the book of Malachi fits 
within the book of Nehemiah.

Malachi’s message specifically 
addresses the people’s worship.

Malachi is written in a question-
and-answer style.



Key Verse – Malachi 1:6

 “A son honors his father, and a 
servant his master. If I am a father, 
where is the honor due me? If I 
am a master, where is the respect 
due me?” says the LORD Almighty. 
“It is you, O priests, who show 
contempt for my name. “But you 
ask, ‘How have we shown 
contempt for your name?”



Malachi – Structure and Flow

Verse

1:2 

2:17 

3:13

God’s Statement

I have loved you. 

You have wearied 
the Lord. 

Your words have 
been arrogant.

People’s Question

How have you 
loved us? 
How have we 
wearied him? 

What have we 
spoken against 
you?



Personal 
Application – 

Haggai, 
Zechariah, 

Malachi

! Are we being obedient in finishing 
the work God asks of us? (Haggai) 

! God’s work is accomplished through 
Jesus Christ and The Holy Spirit. 
(Zechariah) 

! Are we questioning our relationship 
with the Living God? (Malachi)



Old testament foreshadows of Jesus 
Christ

In the book of….
! Ezra and Nehemiah
! Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

He is….
Our New Covenant Temple

Our evidence of the Trinity




