




THE SECOND EXODUS – 3 WAVES

• The first wave under Zerubbabel’s leadership brought almost 50,000 
home to resettle and rebuild the temple.

• Eighty years later, a second group of about 2000 came with Ezra 
who called people back to holy living.

• The third wave under the leadership of Nehemiah came fourteen 
years later to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem.



ESTHER: THE 
BEAUTY OF A 
QUEEN

• The dramatic events recorded in Esther 
most likely took place between the exiles’ 
first return under Zerubbabel and the 
second led by Ezra.

• The book of Esther takes place back in the 
Persian empire after the fall of Babylon.

• The Persian king at the time of Esther was 
King Xerxes (Ahasuerus).



IMPORTANT 
PEOPLE IN THE 
BOOK

King Xerxes: also known as 
Ahasuerus (king of Persia).

Queen Vashti: soon to be ex-wife of 
Xerxes
Mordecai: exiled Jew still living in 
Persia, Esther’s older cousin and 
guardian.
Esther: soon to be wife of King 
Xerxes.

Haman: the bad guy, noble of king 
plotting against the Jews.



ESTHER – STRUCTURE AND FLOW

• Queen Vashti deposed – Ch.1

• Esther made queen, enter 
Mordecai – Ch. 2

• Haman’s plot – Ch. 3

• Mordecai’s request and 
Esther’s response – Ch. 4-5

• Haman’s rage – Ch. 5

• Mordecai honored – Ch. 6

• Haman hanged – Ch. 7

• Triumph of the Jews – Ch. 8-9

• Mordecai’s greatness – Ch. 10



KEY VERSE – 
ESTHER 4:14  

• For if you remain silent at this time, 
relief and deliverance for the Jews 
will arise from another place, but you 
and your father’s family will perish.  
And who knows but that you have 
come to royal position for such a time 
as this?



PERSONAL APPLICATION

• When God arranges circumstances, he expects us to play our part.  
Merely being in the right place at the right time is not enough; a lot 
hinges on our response.

• Esther is a great example of a response to a circumstance. 



OLD TESTAMENT FORESHADOWS OF JESUS 
CHRIST

IN THE BOOK OF….
• Ezra and Nehemiah

• Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

• Esther

HE IS….
Our New Covenant Temple

Our evidence of the Trinity

Our Advocate




