


Poetry – Five Books (Wisdom)

Job Psalms Proverbs Ecclesiastes Song of 
Solomon



Understanding the Old Testament

! The Law 
! Genesis 

! Exodus 

! Leviticus 

! Numbers 

! Deuteronomy

! History 

! Joshua 

! Judges 

! Ruth 

! 1 Samuel 
! 2 Samuel 
! 1 Kings 

! 2 Kings 

! 1 Chronicles 

! 2 Chronicles 

! Ezra 

! Nehemiah 

! Esther



Understanding the Old Testament

Poetry
 Job 
 Psalms 
 Proverbs 
 Ecclesiastes 
 Song of Solomon

Major Prophets
 Isaiah 
 Jeremiah 
 Lamentations 
 Ezekiel 
 Daniel

Minor Prophets
 Hosea 

 Joel 
 Amos 

 Obadiah 

 Jonah 

 Micah 

 Nahum 

 Habakkuk 

 Zephaniah 

 Haggai 
 Zechariah 

 Malachi



Books of Poetry – Literary Style

! Poetry should be enjoyed rather 
than dissected and analyzed.  
The authors didn’t craft these 
books to touch us on an 
intimate level.  These books are 
meant to stir our souls and lift 
our hearts to God.



Three Inspired Poets

! Job – was a business man and father from the land of Uz, who 
lost it all. He touches us that even a genuinely righteous person 
can suffer terribly. 

! David – was a shepherd, musician and king. He teaches us that 
even a man after God’s heart can fall into sinfulness. 

! Solomon – was a pampered genius who drifted too far from 
God. He teaches us that even the wise can miss some of life’s 
basic truths.



Books of Poetry 
– Literary Style

! Each book has it’s own historical 
setting.  Try to understand the 
author’s world and his reasons for 
writing: 
! Job probably lived during the 

era of the patriarchs; a 
contemporary of Abraham. 

! Psalms is a collection of songs 
written over many years. Mostly 
by David during the United 
Kingdom era. 

! Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song 
of Solomon were written mostly 
by Solomon prior to the kingdom 
split. 





1 Kings 

! During the United Kingdom period, David and 
Solomon penned their most exquisite spiritual poetry, 
including portions of Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes 
and Song of Solomon. Under their influence, the 
twelve tribes grew into a single powerful nation that 
flourished in many ways: 
! Military 

! Economy 

! Boundaries







Ecclesiastes – 
The Meaning of 
Life

! Who wrote the book? 

! Solomon, according to 
tradition, though many now 
doubt this view.  To this day it is 
argued for it’s authorship. 

! A more conservative view 
relates that the book is a 
biography of Solomon, in which 
are reenacted the scenes of 
his search for happiness.



Ecclesiastes – Subject Matter

! Ecclesiastes deals with the futility of trying to live and enjoy life 
apart from God.  It shows the very unglamorized life of a sinful 
world and offers a glimpse at the secular mind. 

! All earthly goals and ambitions when pursued as an end in 
themselves, lead to dissatisfaction and frustration. 

! The word “vanity” or “meaningless” appears 37 times to 
express the many things about life that can’t be understood.



Key Term - 
Vanity

! Lack of real value; 
hollowness; worthlessness.  
Something worthless, trivial or 
pointless.



Key Concept – Pleasures are Meaningless? 

! Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 
! The pursuit of happiness is not a sin.  However, if your 

trying to find happiness in sinful activities, your outside 
of God’s will for your life. 

!   If we’re pursuing God through the day-to-day 
activities that bring us pleasure, we can find meaning 
in those pursuits. 



Structure and Flow

Personal Pursuits

Chapters 1-6 

 Personal pursuits 
without God at the 
center are generally 
worthless.

Discoveries

Chapters 7-10 

 Pursue life wisely, 
not foolishly.

Conclusions

Chapters 11-12 

 Fear God and 
keep his commands.



Personal Application - Ecclesiastes

 We are meant to enjoy the pleasures that come 
from God: food, relationships, work, responsibilities and 
even wealth.  They are gifts from God.  However, if 
these things are pursued separate from the will of God 
for our lives, they are meaningless.



Personal Application - Ecclesiastes

! God wants your life to be awesome but 
there is a catch. It’s not his plan that you 
pursue an awesome life for yourself but 
rather provide an awesome life for others. 



Old testament foreshadows of Jesus Christ

In the book of….
! Proverbs 
! Ecclesiastes

He is….
Incarnate 

Our Pursuit





Song of Solomon – Poem of Faithful Love

! Interpretations: 
! Allegory – dismisses any literal meaning and 

believes the song is a parable of God’s love for 
Israel, Christ’s love for the church or Christ’s love 
for the individual believer. 

! Literal – believes in the literal presentation of a 
love letter or song written by Solomon to his 
eventual bride.



Structure and Flow

The Courtship

Chapters 1:2-3:5 
 Chief Speaker – 
The Bride 

Bride muses about 
her beloved

The Wedding

Chapters 3:6-5:1 
 Chief Speaker – 
The Groom 

Groom speaks 
tenderly to his bride

The Married Life

Chapters 5:2-8:14 
 Chief Speaker – 
Both 

Husband and wife 
declaring a 
permanent seal



Key Verse – Song of Solomon 2:8 & 4:1 

! Listen! My beloved!  
    Look! Here he comes, 
leaping across the mountains, 
    bounding over the hills. 

!  How beautiful you are, my darling! 
    Oh, how beautiful! 
    Your eyes behind your veil are doves.  
Your hair is like a flock of goats 
    descending from the hills of Gilead.



Personal Application – Song 
of Solomon

! Love expressed emotionally, mentally 
and physically, results in a powerful 
commitment of devotion and mutual 
fulfillment that lasts a lifetime. 

! I believe this book exists as part of God’s 
inerrant truth to simply remind us of the 
beauty of intimacy within marriage. 



Old testament foreshadows of Jesus Christ

In the book of….
! Proverbs 
! Ecclesiastes 
! Song of Solomon

He is….
Incarnate 

Our Pursuit 

The Bridegroom




