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UNDERSTANDING THE OLD TESTAMENT

• The Law
• Genesis
• Exodus
• Leviticus
• Numbers
• Deuteronomy

•Creation, Fall, Flood, 
Patriarchs, Bondage, 
Deliverance, Law, 
Worship and 
Wanderings to the 
verge of Canaan.



UNDERSTANDING 
THE OLD 
TESTAMENT 
 
THE HISTORICAL 
BOOKS

THIS SECTION OF 
SCRIPTURE 

CONTAINS 
TWELVE BOOKS 

OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT 

DIVIDED INTO 
THREE PARTS



THE RISE OF THE HEBREW NATION – FIVE 
BOOKS
• Joshua

• Judges

• Ruth

• 1 Samuel

• 2 Samuel

• Invasion, and conquest of 
Canaan

• Repeated cycles of disobedience

• Domestic scene during Judges

• Beginning of Hebrew monarchy

• Growth of the United Kingdom



KEY TERMS – 
THEOCRACY 
AND 
MONARCHY

Theocracy – 
Government in which 
God or a deity is 
recognized as supreme 
ruler.

Monarchy – 
Government by a single 
ruler, usually hereditary 
in nature.



THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE HEBREW NATION – FOUR BOOKS 

• 1 Kings
• 2 Kings
• 1 Chronicles
• 2 Chronicles

• These four books cover the 
divided kingdom era. This 
time of civil war leads to 
exile





KEY TERMS – ASSYRIA AND BABYLON

Assyria – Kingdom 
northeast of Israel 

that eventually 
conquered the 

Israelites and exiled 
the people.

Babylon – Kingdom 
east of Israel and 

Judah that first 
conquered the 

Assyrians and then 
destroyed Jerusalem



RETURNING, RESETTLING AND REBUILDING  
THREE BOOKS
• Ezra

• Nehemiah

• Esther

• Three books which are the 
main sources of information 
about the Jews after the 
destruction of Jerusalem.  
This concludes the Old 
Testament times, leaving a 
long period of silence.





KEY CHAPTER  
 
II CHRONICLES   
CHAPTER 36

Records the last four 
unfaithful kings of Judah

Records the fall of 
Jerusalem and subsequent 
exile

Concludes with the Lord 
moving a pagan king’s 
heart, Cyrus of Persia, to 
let his people return and 
rebuild.



KEY CHAPTER – JEREMIAH 29



QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN STUDYING PROPHETS

Were they pre-exilic, exilic or post-exilic?

Did they prophesy in the north, south or to somebody else?



KEY CHAPTER – JEREMIAH 29

• Jeremiah  prophesied in Judah during the pre-exilic period but 
watched the siege of the Babylonians as they sacked Jerusalem and 
carried his fellow countrymen into captivity.

• Jeremiah was known to have fled to Egypt and continued to 
prophesy to the Israelites in captivity through written correspondence.

• Chapter 29 is a letter written to the exiles prophesying their release 
from captivity. 



THE SECOND EXODUS – 3 WAVES

• The first wave under Zerubbabel’s leadership brought almost 50,000 
home to resettle and rebuild the temple.

• Eighty years later, a second group of about 2000 came with Ezra 
who called people back to holy living.

• The third wave under the leadership of Nehemiah came fourteen 
years later to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem.



WHO WAS ZERUBBABEL?

• Zerubbabel was the grandson of Jehoiachin, the last king of Judah.  
A descendant of David, he was in the direct line of the ancestry of 
Jesus (Luke 3:27; Matt. 1:12). With the blessing of Cyrus (Ezra 
1:1-2), Zerubbabel led the first band of captives back to Jerusalem 
and became governor of Judah.





KEY VERSE – HAGGAI 2:20-22

• The word of the LORD came to Haggai a second time on the twenty-
fourth day of the month:  “Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah that I 
am going to shake the heavens and the earth.  I will overturn royal 
thrones and shatter the power of the foreign kingdoms. I will 
overthrow chariots and their drivers; horses and their riders will fall, 
each by the sword of his brother.”



WHO WAS EZRA?

• Ezra was the Jewish high priest who came back to Jerusalem during 
the rebuilding of the temple and called the people back to holy living 
and reformation.  Ezra and the rest of the Jewish people finally 
made it back to Jerusalem and when he arrived he was shocked to 
discover that his people had intermingled with the pagan nations that 
surrounded Jerusalem.



KEY VERSE – EZRA 7:6-8

• This Ezra came up from Babylon. He was a teacher well versed in the Law of 
Moses, which the LORD, the God of Israel, had given. The king had granted him 
everything he asked, for the hand of the LORD his God was on him. Some of the 
Israelites, including priests, Levites, musicians, gatekeepers and temple servants, 
also came up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes.  Ezra arrived in 
Jerusalem in the fifth month of the seventh year of the king. 



EZRA – STRUCTURE AND FLOW

CONSTRUCTION - ZERUBBABEL

• Chapter 1-2
• Census and Journey

• Chapters 3-6
• Temple, opposition, 

Completion

REFORMATION - EZRA

• Chapter 7-8
• Census and Journey

• Chapters 9-10
• Revival, Confession, 

Cleansing



WHO WAS NEHEMIAH?

• Nehemiah was a common man in a unique position. He was a 
secure and successful cupbearer to the Persian king Artaxerxes. 
Nehemiah had little power, but he had great influence. He was 
trusted by the king. He was also a man of God, concerned about the 
fate of Jerusalem. Nehemiah was a layman, not a priest like Ezra 
nor a prophet like Haggai or Malachi. He partnered with Ezra, to 
solidify the political and spiritual foundations of the people.



NEHEMIAH – STRUCTURE AND FLOW

FROM CUPBEARER TO 
BUILDER

• Chapters 1-2
• Nehemiah’s prayer and 

journey

• Chapters 3-6
• Building the wall

GOVERNOR OF THE PEOPLE

• Chapters 7-8
• Scriptures found and read

• Chapters 9-13
• Confession to reforms



KEY VERSE – NEHEMIAH 6:15-16

 So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. 
When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations 
were afraid and lost their self-confidence, because they realized that 
this work had been done with the help of our God.



KEY VERSE – NEHEMIAH 8:8-10

• They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the 
meaning so that the people understood what was being read.  Then Nehemiah the 
governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were 
instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy to the LORD your God.  Do 
not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the 
words of the Law.  Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, 
and send some to those who have nothing prepared.  This day is holy to our Lord.  
Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”



PERSONAL APPLICATION - EZRA

• There is a parallel in Ezra between rebuilding the temple and 
rebuilding the people.  Both fell under the sovereign control of God.  
The spiritual building process of people is no different today.  People 
around us are in need of God and we can be a part of the process 
just like Ezra was in his day.



PERSONAL APPLICATION - NEHEMIAH

• We can learn a lot from Nehemiah himself.  How to organize and 
motivate people.  How to stay with a task until it’s complete.  How to 
stay true to our convictions in the face of opposition.  Most 
importantly, though, we can learn how to pray.  He knew that 
ultimately, success depended on God. 



OLD TESTAMENT FORESHADOWS OF 
JESUS CHRIST

IN THE BOOK OF….
• 1 Kings

• II Kings

• I & II Chronicles

• Ezra and Nehemiah

HE IS….
• The greatest of wisdom

• The minister to the Gentiles

• The Davidic covenant

• Our New Covenant Temple







HAGGAI, ZECHARIAH AND MALACHI


