




Understanding 
the Old Testament 

 
The Historical 

Books

THIS SECTION 
OF SCRIPTURE 
CONTAINS 
TWELVE BOOKS 
OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT 
DIVIDED INTO 
THREE PARTS



The rise of the Hebrew nation – Five 
books

! Joshua 
! Judges 
! Ruth 
! 1 Samuel 
! 2 Samuel

! Invasion, and conquest of 
Canaan 

! Repeated cycles of 
disobedience 

! Domestic scene during 
Judges 

! Beginning of Hebrew 
monarchy 

! Growth of the United 
Kingdom



The decline and fall of the Hebrew Nation – Four 
books  

! 1 Kings 
! 2 Kings 
! 1 Chronicles 
! 2 Chronicles

! These four books cover 
the divided kingdom 
era. This time of civil 
war leads to exile



Returning, resettling and rebuilding  
Three Books

! Ezra 

! Nehemiah 

! Esther

! Three books which are 
the main sources of 
information about the 
Jews after the 
destruction of 
Jerusalem.  This 
concludes the Old 
Testament times, leaving 
a long period of silence.



Changing 
of the 
Guard

!1 Samuel – 2 Chronicles (six books) 

!Critical to understanding the Old Testament 

!Covers about 575 years 

!Move from a theocracy to a monarchy



Key Terms – Theocracy and Monarchy

Theocracy – 
Government in 
which God or a 
deity is recognized 
as supreme ruler.

Monarchy – 
Government by a 
single ruler, usually 
hereditary in nature.



1 Samuel

! Covers about 115 years involving two lives. 
!Samuel the last judge  
!Saul the first king



2 Samuel

! Covers about 40 years 
!Surveys the reign of King David



1 Kings

! Covers about 120 years 

! Covers the end of David’s reign 
and traces the reign of Solomon. 
!From Stability under Saul, David 

and Solomon to unrest 

! Start of the civil war at the end of 
the reign of Solomon. 
!Ten tribes in the north and 

centers in Samaria (Israel) 

!Two tribes in the south and 
centers in Jerusalem (Judah)



2 Kings

! Covers 300 years 
! Starts with the split kingdoms and moves all the way 

through until both the north and south are in captivity.



1 & 2 Chronicles

! Gives more detail pertaining to David and Solomon’s life 
and ends with Cyrus the king of Persia releasing the 
Israelites back to Jerusalem. 

! It covers basically the same time period of 1 & 2 Kings but 
with different material 
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1 Samuel – Nation in Transition

Spotlights Samuel, 
Saul and then 

David.

Samuel the judge 
and priest, Saul the 

appointed king 
and David the 

hero.

Although David is a 
key figure, his 

introduction and 
story are told within 
the framework of 

Saul’s reign



Key Verse 1 Samuel 3:19-21

! The Lord was with Samuel as he 
grew up, and he let none of 
Samuel’s words fall to the 
ground. And all Israel from Dan 
to Beersheba recognized that 
Samuel was attested as a 
prophet of the Lord. The Lord 
continued to appear at Shiloh, 
and there he revealed himself to 
Samuel through his word.



Structure and Flow

Samuel – public 
trust Ch. 1-8

Ch. 1-4 Eli as priest 
and judge 

Ch. 5-8 Summary 
of Samuel’s 
ministry



Personal 
Application

! Parenting is not an automatic 
that your children will become 
devoted followers of Jesus 
Christ. Although Eli was a priest 
and judge, he blew it as a 
father for not disciplining his 
two sons.



Structure and Flow

Samuel – public 
trust Ch. 1-7

Ch. 1-4 Eli as priest 
and judge 

Ch. 5-8 Summary 
of Samuel’s 
ministry

Israel calls for king 
Ch. 8-12

Ch. 8 People reject 
God not Samuel 

Ch. 9-12 Saul 
anointed



Key Verse – 1 
Samuel 8:7-9

! And the Lord said to him: “Listen to all 
that the people are saying to you; it is 
not you they have rejected, but they 
have rejected me as their king. As 
they have done since the day I 
brought them out of Egypt until this 
day, forsaking me and serving other 
gods, so they are doing to you. Now 
listen to them; but warn them 
solemnly and let them know what the 
king who will reign over them will 
claim as his rights.”



Structure and Flow

Samuel – Ch. 1-7

Ch. 1-4 Eli as priest 
and judge 

Ch. 5-8 Summary 
of Samuel’s 
ministry 

Public trust

Israel calls for king 
Ch. 8-12

Ch. 8 People reject 
God not Samuel 

Ch. 9-12 Saul 
anointed

Saul the first king 
Ch. 13-31
Ch. 13-15 Beginning 
of the end 

Ch. 16-26 David’s 
rise and Saul’s 
demise 

Ch. 27-31 Philistine 
conflict and the 
death of Saul



Key Verse – 1 Samuel 13:14

! But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has 
sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him 
ruler of his people, because you have not kept the Lord’s 
command.



Key Verse – 1 Samuel 16:7

! But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his 
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The 
Lord does not look at the things people look at. People 
look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at 
the heart.”



Personal 
Application

! Let’s admit it. We often put to much 
stock in how people look. But God 
sees what really matters. He sees, 
“not as man sees, for man looks at 
the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks at the heart.”



Saul vs. David

! David becomes a hero through his victory 
over Goliath. 

! Saul appoints him as his chief warrior. 
! David’s popularity perpetuated Saul’s 

jealousy. 

! Ch. 18-31 narrates Saul’s obsession with 
destroying David.



Personal Application

! Positions of leadership 
need to foster 
opportunities for future 
growth.



Old Testament foreshadows of 
Jesus Christ

! In the book of… 
!Genesis 

!Exodus 

!Leviticus 

!Numbers 

!Deuteronomy

! He is…. 
!The woman’s seed 

!The Passover Lamb 

!The atoning 
sacrifice 

!The bronze serpent 

!The promised 
prophet



Old Testament foreshadows of 
Jesus Christ

In the book of…
! Joshua 
! Judges 
! Ruth 
! 1 Samuel

He is…
! The unseen Captain 
! My Deliverer 
! Our Kinsman-Redeemer 
! Heavenly friend




