




The year 
at Mount 

Sinai

!The Israelites had spent 
a year at the base of 
Mount Sinai receiving 
God’s law, building the 
Tabernacle and learning 
how to worship



Key Verse !Genesis 17:8 The whole 
land of Canaan, where you 
are now an alien, I will give 
as an everlasting possession 
to you and your 
descendants after you; 
and I will be there God



NUMBERS – 
Complaining, 
Doubting and 

Wandering 

! The book of Numbers 
covers forty years of Israel’s 
wanderings in the desert, 
from Mount Sinai to the 
banks of the Jordan River 
opposite Jericho



KEY VERSES
! Numbers 1:1-4 The Lord spoke to Moses 

in the Tent of Meeting in the Desert of 
Sinai on the first day of the second 
month of the second year after the 
Israelites came out of Egypt. He said, 
“Take a census of the whole Israelite 
community by their clans and families, 
listing every man by name, one by one.  
You and Aaron are to number by their 
divisions all the men of Israel twenty 
years old or more who are to serve in 
the army.  One man from each tribe, 
each the head of his family, is to help 
you.” 



On to the promised land

! Now in preparation for their journey to the 
promised land, God ordered Moses to organize 
and number the people. (X2) 

! Thus the name of the book “Numbers.” 

! The census revealed a total of 603,550 men.  This 
did not include women, children, or Levites.  Only 
war-worthy men were counted.



Structure and Flow

! Genesis 1-11 
!Creation Ch. 1-2  

!The fall  Ch. 3-5 

!The flood  Ch. 6-9 

!The nations  Ch. 10-11

! Genesis 12-50
!Abraham  Ch.12-25
!Isaac  Ch. 26-27
!Jacob  Ch. 28-36
!Joseph  Ch. 37-50



RESULTS of the CENSUS

! Reuben – 46,500
! Simeon – 59,300
! Gad – 45,650
! Judah – 74,600
! Issachar – 54,400
! Zebulun – 57,400

From the sons of Joseph
! Ephraim – 40,500
! Manasseh – 32,200

! Benjamin – 35,400
! Dan – 62,700
! Asher – 41,500
! Naphtali – 53,400



Structure and Flow

Preparation – Ch. 
1-9

Census 

Organization 

Sanctification 

Mount Sinai – 20 
days



Key Verses

! The Priestly Blessing 

! Numbers 6:22-26 The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron 
and his sons, this is how you are to bless the Israelites.”  
Say to them: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the 
Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to 
you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you 
peace.”



Structure and Flow

Preparation – Ch. 
1-9

Census 

Organization 

Sanctification 

Mount Sinai – 20 
days

Pessimism – Ch. 
10-14
Complaining 

Doubting 

Promised land rejected 

Route to Kadesh-
Barnea – Several 
Months



Key Verses – Kadesh Barnea

Numbers 14:2 & 4 

!  All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and 
the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in 
Egypt! Or in this desert!” 

! And they said to each other, “We should choose a leader 
and go back to Egypt.”



Key Verses
! Numbers 14:20-23 The Lord replied, “I have 

forgotten them, as you asked.  Nevertheless, as 
surely as I live and as surely as the glory of the 
Lord fills the whole earth, not one of the men 
who saw my glory and the miraculous signs I 
performed in Egypt and in the desert but 
disobeyed me and tested me ten times – not 
one of them will ever see the land I promised on 
oath to their forefathers.  No one who has 
treated me with contempt will ever see it.” 



Structure and Flow

Preparation – Ch. 
1-9

Census 

Organization 

Sanctification 

Mount Sinai – 20 
days

Pessimism – Ch. 
10-14
Complaining 

Doubting 

Promised land rejected 

Route to Kadesh-
Barnea – Several 
Months

Punishment – Ch. 
15-36

Wandering 

Old generation dies 

New census 

Wilderness 
Wandering – 38 
years





Key Terms
! Sin – Any reprehensible or regrettable action or behavior, 

especially a willful or deliberate violation of a moral 
principle. 

! Judgement – The ability to make a decision, or form an 
opinion objectively and wisely, from circumstances 
presented.  Misfortune as inflicted by divine sentence. 

! Repentance – A profound change of mind from sin-
centeredness to God-centeredness.  Not just regret or 
remorse over past actions, but a change of orientation 
involving deliberate redirection for the future.



Personal 
Application

! Complaining is usually 
contagious: complaining 
seldom stops with one person.  
The negative report from the 
spies at Kadesh Barnea got the 
rest of the camp grumbling.  So 
focused on themselves they 
forgot God’s goodness and 
their purpose as a Holy Nation.  
Remember that a positive trust 
in God can be equally 
contagious.   Stop grumbling!



Personal 
Application

! Doubting is often disastrous: It 
can lead to downright disbelief.  
The Israelites doubted God’s 
goodness and faithfulness and 
it led to terrible consequences.  
How often must God rescue us, 
protect us and guide us before 
we’re convinced of his 
faithfulness?



Personal 
Application

!Wandering is always 
humbling: The Israelites 
were so close! God uses 
these times to break our 
pride, humble our hearts 
and start fresh.



Key Verse ! Numbers 21:8-9 The Lord said to 
Moses, “Make a snake and put 
it up on a pole; anyone who is 
bitten can look at it and live.”  
So Moses made a bronze snake 
and put it up on a pole.  Then 
when anyone was bitten by a 
snake and looked at the 
bronze snake, he lived.



Old Testament foreshadows of 
Jesus Christ

! In the book of… 
!Genesis 

!Exodus 

!Leviticus 

!Numbers

! He is….
!The woman’s seed
!The Passover Lamb
!The atoning sacrifice
!The bronze serpent




